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COORDINATOR UPDATES

Friends,

2016 was an important 
year for justice in 
Guatemala. I had the 
great privilege of 
being present for the 
decision in the Sepur 
Zarco case, a trial 
against former military 
and police officials for 
sexual violence, sexual 
slavery and domestic 
slavery of 15 women. 
I was deeply inspired 
by their courage, 
especially considering 
that the women 
continue to face stigma 

in their communities for this violence. The women themselves stated that they brought this 
case forward so that no other woman in Guatemala has to suffer as they did. As we know, 
violence against women and girls is still rampant in Guatemala. The women of Sepur Zarco 
were not only struggling for justice for themselves, or other women who suffered violence 
during the internal armed conflict. They were demanding justice for all women who 
suffer violence, today and yesterday.

Another impactful moment for me in 2016 was my visit to the Preventivo prison in 
Guatemala City to attend a concert for the 6 political prisoners from Huehuetenango who 
had been unjustly jailed for their opposition to local hydroelectric projects (one other was 
being held in Huehuetenango). There were others attending the concert that day- maybe 90 
men- and the impact of the music was contagious. Those in attendance were the prisoners 
who had been most active with the social worker, receiving therapy. In the corrupt and 
blatantly inefficient Guatemalan prison system, it is safe to assume many of those men being 
held would or have spent years awaiting trial. There was a moment of hope during that 
concert both from the political prisoners and the other men that I will never forget.

Franklin Valenzuela’s speaking tour and attendance at our Annual General Meeting was an 
extremely meaningful experience. The struggles of his community have been successful 
in keeping the mine out of Mataquescuintla, and have blocked the company from 
connecting to a power grid, costing them millions. It was an honour to present the first 
ever Topacio Reynoso Pacheco Youth Award to Franklin who represented the winning 
organization JODVID (Youth Organized in Defense of Life). The award commemorates the 
life of Topacio Reynoso Pacheco, a young activist and artist who was murdered April 2014. 
Topacio was a close friend of Franklin’s and the inspiration to start JODVID. 
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Finally, attacks against human rights defenders in the fall of 2016 once again reminded 
us all how dangerous protecting the environment is in Guatemala. The murder of 
Jeremy Barrios, the attacks against Angelica Choc and Moises Davis called us into 
action. I continue to feel  that our role in Guatemala is to ensure that our colleagues, 
compañeros and compañeras in the struggle for justice can do so free from threats 
and attacks.

I am grateful once again for the opportunity to work for BTS and with our 
Guatemalan partners, who are struggling to create real change in Guatemala. It is a 
privilege to represent BTS in Guatemala and in Canada.

In solidarity,

Lisa Rankin
BTS Co-Coordinator

Dear BTSers, 

I’ve had the pleasure of working with 
BTS since November, during Jackie’s 
sabbatical. During that time, I’ve 
worked closely with Lisa to share 
stories and urgent actions from our 
Guatemalan partners, helped to 
promote our events, and contributed 
to our work with the Open for Justice 
campaign. Among other things, I’ve 
enjoyed creating memes, designing 
posters and putting together this 
report! While my contract ends in July, 
I will no doubt continue to be involved 
with BTS in new ways!

Thanks so much for your commitment 
to our work and for all the encouraging 
words. I look forward to meeting many 
of you in person at the AGM! 

Best,

Stacey Gomez
BTS Communications Coordinator
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2016 was a year full of challenges and learnings. There were many significant events and these were some 
important highlights to share.

Guatemalan elections concluded in October 2015 and current president Jimmy Morales took power in 
January 2016. A former comedian known for his extremely racist and discriminatory jokes, Morales is 
seen as a puppet for the old military elite in Guatemala. Despite a campaign based on the theme of anti-
corruption, it was clear from the first weeks of Morales’ presidency that it would be more of the same 
as the previous administration of President Otto Perez Molina who is currently in jail facing corruption 
charges. 

However, the panorama did shift with the 
election of two members of Guatemala’s 
civil society groups to Congress. Sandra 
Moran, the first openly gay and feminist 
member of Congress and Leocadio Juracan, 
former general coordinator of the Highland 
Small Farmers Committee (CCDA) have 
been making headlines in Guatemala as 
two members of Congress bringing forward 
initiatives challenging the structural 
inequalities in the country. 

On a local level, a number of members 
of civil society groups took power 
at the local level in Guatemala. 
Particularly important to note were 
mayors in communities affected by Tahoe Resources’ Escobal Mine in San Rafael las Flores, Santa Rosa. 
Communities overwhelmingly voted out mayors who had been receiving royalties for the mine, and 
voted in local mayors who ran anti-mining platforms. 

In February 2016, BTS staff and volunteers had the opportunity to accompany the Sepur Zarco trial in 
Guatemala City. The case was brought forward by 15 Maya Q’eqchi women who suffered sexual violence, 
sexual slavery and domestic slavery by soldiers from the neighbouring military outpost Sepur Zarco. 
The women’s husbands had been disappeared by the local security forces during an attempt to gain 
access to land. This trial is extremely important on both the national and international scale, as it was 
the first time crimes against humanity in the form of sexual  slavery and domestic slavery were heard in 
Guatemalan courts. BTS accompanied the trial and wrote daily updates from the hearing.  

2016 GUATEMALA YEAR IN REVIEW 

Photo: Leocadio Juracan on voting day
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On February 26, Lieutenant Coronel 
Esteelmer Reyes was sentenced to 
120 years in prison for crimes against 
humanity, including sexual violence, 
sexual slavery and domestic slavery 
as well as murder. Former Military 
Commissioner Heriberto Valdez 
Asij was convicted of crimes against 
humanity, including sexual violence, 
sexual slavery and domestic slavery 
and the disappearances of seven men. 
He was sentenced to 240 years in 
prison. 

In March, Honduran environmental activist Berta Caceres was assassinated. Her death impacted 
people from all over the world, particularly in Central America. BTS along with other human rights 
organizations signed letters of concern and urgent actions for Berta’s family and colleagues, and stressed 
the importance of an impartial investigation. 

In April 2016, BTS staff participated in a 
caravan for 7 political prisoners from 
Huehuetenango who had been unjustly 
jailed for their opposition to local 
hydroelectric projects. We also accompanied 
the men in jail, and accompanied their wives to 
a meeting in the Canadian embassy. Members 
of BTS also wrote letters of support to the 
prisoners. In July 2016, BTS staff accompanied 
the end of the trial for the 7 men. After a two-
week trial, all the men were released with 
no or only minor charges. Some of the men 
had been in jail for three years. In addition, 
BTS staff worked to translate a documentary 
about the 7 political prisoners called “Caged 
Tigers” which was shown at the Montreal First 
People’s Festival. 

In June, Daniel Choc Pop, a community leader from Alta Verapaz and member of the CCDA was 
murdered. Daniel had represented his community in meetings with State institutions responsible for 
resolving land conflicts, including the Secretary for Agrarian Affairs of the President (SAA), the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Livestock and Food (MAGA), the Land Fund and the National System for Dialogue since 2012 
when his community began to seek legal title for the land on which they are living. BTS wrote a letter to 

Photo: “The Revolution is Flowering” outside the courthouse 
following the guilty verdict.

Photo: Community members gather in the micro-
region of Ixquisis
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national authorities expressing concern at the ongoing conflicts for access to land in the country.

Also in June, BTS held it’s Annual General Meeting which included a speaking tour with Franklin 
Valenzuela from the organization Youth Organized in Defense of Life (JODVID). JODVID is based 
out of Mataquescuintla, Guatemala, a community affected by Tahoe Resources’ Escobal Mine. Franklin 
participated in a 10 day tour in Canada to talk about the work of youth defending their environment 
and territory, as well as denouncing human rights violations against land defenders. At the AGM we 
presented JODVID 
with the first 
annual Topacio 
Reynoso Pacheco 
Youth Award for 
youth groups which 
demonstrate a 
commitment to their 
community and 
the environment, 
while using art and 
music to share their 
message. The Mining 
Injustice Solidarity 
Network (MISN), 
MiningWatch 
Canada, United 
Steelworkers 
Union, the Mining 
the Connections 
Working Group of the United Church of Canada Maritime Conference and Breaking the Silence donated to 
make the $1000USD award possible.

In July, in addition to doing work around the case of the 7 political prisoners from Huehuetenango, 
BTS staff also worked on with the Justice and Accountability Project to support their submission to 
the international aid review, initiated by the Minister of International Development. The submission 
focused on the injustice of providing aid to mining companies, including those accused of serious human 
rights violations.

BTS staff collaborated with Plurijur and El Observador on a report called, “Serious Impunity as Marlin 
Mine put up for Sale” (La grave impunidad de la Mina Marlin puesta en venta) in August. Staff was also 
interviewed by the Toronto Star on the right of communities to be consulted on extractive project in 
Guatemala.

Throughout 2016, BTS staff continued to accompany the ongoing trial against Mynor Padilla. He 
is accused of murdering Adolfo Ich Chaman, and seriously injuring German Chub Choc in El Estor on 
September 27, 2009. At the time, Padilla worked as head of security for the Canadian company Hudbay 
Mineral on its Fenix Nickel Mine. Ich Chaman was an outspoken opponent of the project. The trial in 
Guatemala began in April 2015 and was marred in controversy. 

Photo: Franklin Valenzuela at the 2016 Annual Gathering
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On September 16, 2016 shot were fired outside the home Angelica Choc, 
widow of Adolfo Ich. Four bullets impacted the walls of her home while she and 
her children slept inside. BTS worked on a solidarity statement in support of 
Angelica, as well as other women throughout Latin America who face violence for 
their defense of land and territory.

In October, BTS co-coordinator Jackie McVicar began a sabbatical term (returning in July). That same 
month Stacey Gomez was hired as BTS Communications Coordinator for a contract lasting until July. BTS 
staff also attended the Americas Policy Group meeting in Ottawa to connect with other organizations 
in Canada working with issues in the Americas. Finally, BTS supported a press release announcing that 
lawyers for the seven men shot by Tahoe’s mine security would be appealing a court decision to throw out 
their claims

In November 2016, BTS local committees hosted a 
speaking tour by Elvis Morales, who spoke about 
the CCDA political work, and their coffee processing 
area. Also in Novemeber, Jeremy Barrios, a member 
of CALAS (the Centre for Legal and Environmental 
Social Action) was murdered. The impact of his murder 
was felt on both a national and international scale. Later 
that same month, Moises Davis, the coordinator of 
CODIDENA (the Diocesan Committee in the Defense 
of Nature) was attacked at gunpoint. BTS staff followed 
up with both organizations and Canadian authorities 
after the attacks.

In December, a decision by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights found the Guatemalan state 
guilty of crimes against humanity for the massacres in Chichupac, Rabinal in the 1980s. The Rabinal 
Legal Clinic, one of BTS’ Guatemalan partners, brought these cases forward. The suggested reparations to 
the Guatemalan state range from financial, to community development projects, to better training of the 
army on racism and discrimination. BTS staff also began our application to have international youth 
internships through Global Affairs Canada once again. The application was submitted in January. 

This year was once again one filled with many challenges and a few very important successes in Guatemala. 
To find out more about the important actions taken by our local committees in the Maritimes, 

check out their updates! 

Photo: Elvis from the CCDA

Photo: Angelica and German outside 
of the courtroom in Puerto Barrios
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In May 2016, we had a wonderful delegation to Guatemala, where we once again learned about the 
important work of our partners. We began the trip by attending the May Day celebrations in Guatemala 
City. We then headed up North and visited the communities affected by the Marlin Mine in San Marcos. 
We also went to Huehuetenango, where we met with members of the Departmental Assembly of 
Huehuetengo (ADH). The ADH was struggling to free the seven political prisoners resisting a number of 
hydroelectric projects in the area. 

We then met with the CCDA, who spoke about their important work organizing communities around 
Guatemala, as well as their work with coffee. 

BTS 2016 DELEGATION TO GUATEMALA

Photo: The 
BTS delegation 
visiting a 
demonstration 
site and 
aquaculture 
project managed 
by members 
of the CCDA. 
Credit: K. 
Johnston

Photo: 
Members of the 
Huehuetenango 

Assembly (ADH) 
with the BTS 

delegation. Credit: 
Sheena Cameron
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The group went on to Chimaltenango where we met with the women’s groups and stayed in their 
homes. The next morning we visited the Labor de Falla school and in the afternoon we had some free 
time in Antigua. On May 8, we visited the Historical Police Archives in Guatemala City, which tells the 
story of Guatemala City’s disappeared. 

We then headed up to Rabinal where we visited the home of Isabel Osorio, a survivor of the Rio Negro 
massacres, and visited the cemetery with Jesus Tecu Osorio, another survivor. The following day 
we made our way to the New Hope Foundation’s school outside Rabinal, where we had a wonderful 
presentation by the students and a tour of the school. 

Later that day we left for Rio Negro, where we spent the night. The next morning we hiked to Pacoxom, 
the massacre site, and heard the stories of survivors of those massacres. We then made the trip back to 
Guatemala City, and the group headed home to Canada.

Photo: Presentation 
by students at 
the New Hope 
Foundation School.

Photo: Historical Police 
Archives in 

Guatemala City
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COmmITTEE UPDATES
Antigonish BTS and the StFX BTS student 
society had an eventful year. Throughout the 
winter, we kept in regular touch with a BTS 
volunteer at the New Hope Foundation, StFX 
grad Kristine Johnston. We acted as her “home 
group,” in the style of our first incarnation, 
Project Accompaniment. We appreciated her 
work and her monthly reports. 

In March we participated in the Antigonish 
International Women’s Day march with a 
banner celebrating the courage of the women 
complainants in the Sepur Zarco case. 

In early April, with the help of the StFX 
student society and also StFX Service Learning 
students, we held a “Salsa Y Salsa” (dance & 
snacks) fundraiser/ awareness raising event.

We hosted JODVID’s Franklin Valenzuela at a 
talk in June, facilitating his visit with our MP 
Sean Fraser as part of the Open For Justice 
campaign. During that visit, Franklin and 
Sean had a good discussion. BTS members 
from Antigonish and North Shore committees 
followed up by meeting with Fraser in October, 
and also wrote letters. 

In September we helped local BTS members 
who also belong to the US-based organization 
“Bikes Not Bombs” promote the presentation 
given by the visiting founder of “Bici-tec,” 
a Guatemalan grassroots organization and 
international school of bicycle technology. 

In October, we held our main annual 
fundraiser/awareness raiser, a coffee and 
snack stand at the Antigonish International 
Film Festival. 

In November a visit from the CCDA’s Elvis 
Morales provided the focus for a successful 
student-run coffeehouse. 

In December we showed “Burden of Peace” to 
mark International Human Rights Day and the 
end of the 16 Days of Action Against Gender-
based Violence. 

We sold coffee and crafts throughout the year 
at all our events. We also sold them at local 
events on campus and in Antigonish, including 
summer art fairs, and the Farmer’s Market.
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Photo: Community table at the Antigonish Art 
Fair

Photo: Coffeehouse event with Elvis 
Morales
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Fredericton Com
m

ittee
This year’s highlights from the Fredericton 
Committee include the following: 

Noche Latina
In February, BTS Fredericton partnered with 
the Multicultural Association of Fredericton 
Inc. (MCAF) to host Noche Latina, an annual 
event featuring a traditional Central American 
meal, a silent auction and various local 
musicians and talents. Funds raised went to 
support MCAF’s Newcomer Scholarship fund as 
well as BTS education and human rights work 
in Guatemala. Despite the bad weather, the 
event was once again a success! 

Flin Flon Flim Flam
BTS Fredericton co-hosted the Cinema Politica 
Fredericton screening of Flin Flon Flim Flam on 
Sept. 9, 2016. This investigative documentary 
looks at Canadian mining company Hudbay 
Minerals and its controversial plans to 
construct the massive Rosemont open-pit 
copper mine in the Santa Rita Mountains on 
the Coronado National Forest southeast of 
Tucson, Arizona. It also reports on Hudbay’s 
former operations in El Estor, Guatemala where 
the company’s security guards clashed with 
residents over land claims and the company 
stands accused of murder, rape and shootings 

in a precedent setting civil trial as well as 
struggles against the company in Uchucarco, 
Peru and by the Cree community in Manitoba. 
Lisa Rankin attended the film screening as did 
Arizona-based filmmaker John Doughtery. They 
added important insights and updates during 
the post-film discussion. 

Topacio Vive! Guatemalan youth fight for 
the living and their dead
Seventeen-year-old Franklin Valenzuela was in 
Fredericton and other Canadian and Maritime 
communities in June 2016 to tell Canadians 
about how mining by Canadian corporations 

has brought conflict and 
grief to his homeland. At 
every stop from Toronto to 
Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia, 
Franklin told the story of how 
much one youth activist meant 
to his community and how 
she was murdered on her way 
home to Mataquescuintla, 
a small town southeast of 
Guatemala City, from an 
organizing meeting on April 
13, 2014. 

Migrant Dreams
A film documenting systemic 
oppression and exploitation of 
migrant workers by recruiters 
and the government in small-

town Ontario premiered to Maritime audiences 
in late October. Migrant Dreams, Min Sook 
Lee’s latest documentary on migrant workers 
in Canada, follows women and trans migrant 
workers from Indonesia and other countries 
who are struggling to make enough money to 
send back home to their families. “Every single 
tomato has a story… it’s a story of transnational 
families and shattered dreams,” said Evelyn 
Encalada, an organizer with Justice for Migrant 
Workers in Ontario, who is featured in the 
film. BTS Fredericton co-hosted the film with 
Cinema Politica Fredericton, the National 
Farmers Union in NB and the Fredericton 
District Labour Council.

Photo: BTS Fredericton’s Noche Latina!
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The Halifax committee’s activities included hosting a coffeehouse event 
with Elvis Morales from the CCDA and engaging MPs in the Open for Justice 
campaign. 

On November 8th, Janelle, Susanne, Evelien, and Ashley met with MP Andy 
Fillmore to discuss the Open for Justice campaign. They discussed the 
campaign asks, the actions of Canadian mining corporations abroad, and 
mentioned that MP Bill Casey and Sean Fraser support the campaign’s draft 
legislation. Despite agreeing with the general principles and the legislation 
asks, Andy said it would be difficult to get an Atlantic MP to champion 
the cause, since they have other priorities. Andy said that the best way to 
mobilize MPs in supporting the campaign’s legislation is to continue sending 
in hand-written letters from their constituents. The Halifax committee 
encourages all BTSers to do so, if not already done!  

In addition to continued letter writing, they took Andy’s advice and have 
written a formal letter to be presented to the Atlantic Caucus, who will 
then vote on whether or not to allow them the opportunity to present the 
campaign. They also plan to send the letter to Andy Fillmore’s office. 

Photo: 
Coffeehouse 

event with Elvis 
Morales from the 

CCDA
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The BTS North Shore Committee was very 
active in 2016, meeting monthly or bi-monthly 
to plan the activities for the year. At each 
meeting, we write an Urgent Action or respond 
to the Open for Justice campaign request. In 
2016, we were active regarding the Extractive 
Sector Mining Ombudsperson legislation, in 
particular meeting with our MP, Bill Casey. 
We will follow up in 2017. We met with both 
BTS Coordinators, Jackie McVicar 
and Lisa Rankin, and value their 
updates, which keep us connected 
with the Guatemalan context and our 
Guatemalan partners. In early 2016, 
with support from Jackie McVicar, 
we sponsored a human rights book 
study club at the local library, which 
met monthly through the winter, 
with participation from both BTS and 
community folk.

An exciting new possibility for our 
Committee is the exploration of a 
possible relationship between the 
Tatamagouche schools and the New 
Hope Foundation in Rabinal. This 
has come about as a result of Hannah Martin’s 
participation in the 2016 BTS delegation to 
Guatemala, followed by a volunteer placement 
with the New Hope Foundation’s Bilingual/
Bicultural Institute. 

Hannah is a university student from the 
Tatamagouche area , as well as Mikmaw, and 
member of the Millbrook First Nation in Nova 
Scotia. Hannah wrote about the experience: 
“I learned that the community of Rabinal has 
a history and culture that has many parallels 
with our Indigenous communities in Canada. 
As time passed, and especially now, after 
hearing in-person, from community members 
and students that I work with, about the 
history here, I feel that this experience could 
not be any more enriching, suitable and 
powerful for me.” Check out her blog post 
here: https://nipneskwejjournal.wordpress.
com/2016/06/01/road-to-rabinal/ 

 When Hannah was home from school in 
October, she spoke at both the elementary and 
secondary schools as well as giving a public talk, 
co-sponsored with the Outreach Committee of 
the Tatamagouche Area United Churches. As a 
result, the North Shore Committee has decided 
to explore the possibility of developing a long 
term relationship between the schools and 
communities.

We were delighted to host Elvis Morales of the 
CCDA overnight in Tatamagouche. We hosted a 
meeting with local coffee merchants to inform 
them of the value of purchasing Breaking 
the Silence coffee. As a result, we expect that 
in 2017 more BTS Coffee will be purchased 
from Just Us! Elvis also made an excellent 
presentation to the Atlantic Regional Solidarity 
Network meeting held in Tatamagouche.

We were also active in fundraising for the BTS 
Staffing Fund, in particular, participating in the 
River John mile-long yard sale in late July as 
well as selling crafts during Hannah Martin’s 
talk, at the Pictou Ten Thousand Villages sale 
and in December at the Tatamagouche Farmers’ 
Market.

Photo: BTS North Shore 
Committee volunteer 
Hannah Martin with New 
Hope Institute students.
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The Breaking the Silence committee in 
Prince Edward Island (BTS-PEI) has a total 
of 10 members with a 
core of seven who are 
involved on a regular 
basis. We continue to 
meet the fourth Monday 
of each month (except in 
the summer). Rosalind 
Waters represents BTS-
PEI on the Community 
Council. We thank her for 
taking on this task.

The 2016 year began 
with receiving regular 
updates from Kristine 
Johnson, originally 
from Summerside, 
PEI. Kristine had met 
with the PEI group in 
November of 2015 to 
tell us about her plans 
and expectations of 
traveling and interning 
in Guatemala. We continued to stay in touch 
with Kristine during her internship in Rabinal, 
Guatemala and enjoyed the regular updates.

In May 2016, Eliza MacLauchlan had the 
opportunity to speak during the People’s 
Assembly on Migrant Workers’ Rights, held 
in Charlottetown, where she connected 
the struggles of human rights defenders in 
Guatemala with the struggles of migrant 
workers in Canada. 

In June 2016, BTS-PEI had the opportunity 
to welcome Franklin Valenzuela from 
Mataquescuintla, Guatemala. We heard from 
Franklin about the devastation that has 
occurred due to Canadian mining companies 
in his community and the inspiring actions 
of the youth organization JODVID. With 
the aim of connecting local struggles to 
what’s happening in Guatemala, we had the 
opportunity to hear from Mitchell Crouse who 
spoke about the UPEI Divest campaign. It was 
important to hear the real life consequences 

of investing and supporting companies that do 
not respect human rights.

Five of our members were able to attend the 
Annual General Meeting in Tatamagouche in 
June 2016. Eliza MacLauchlan also had the 
opportunity to speak at the AGM on a panel 
with Franklin Valenzuela and Gitpu Augustine 
from Elsipogtog.

In October 2016, BTS-PEI was a co-
organizer of a Latin meal and dance held 
in Charlottetown. All proceeds went to the 
staffing fund. This event would not have been 
possible without the help of Martiza Vessey 
from Mary’s Events. With the help of a local 
migrant workers support group, we were 
able to waive the fees for four Mexican farm 
workers. 

Toward year-end we began preparation for 
lobbying our Members of Parliament on the 
need for a Human Rights Ombudsperson for 
mining justice. This work will continue into 
2017.
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Photo: Members of BTS-PEI with Franklin Valenzuela
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PARTNER UPDATES

Photo: 
Students from 
the New Hope 

Foundation 
School

The New Hope Foundation had 126 students enrolled in 2016. 
They undertook community work in Concul, Chixim and Xesiguan, 
including the following: 
• Conservation of 30 hectares of soil 
• Reforestation of 6.5 hectares of land with fruit and forest trees 
• Planting 40 medicinal orchards with 5 plant varieties
• Planting 40 orchards with a variety of herbs and vegetables for 

families 
• Creating 40 sites for vermicompost, producing organic compost 
• Implementation of wood-saving stoves, which have reduced the 

use of wood of 12 families 
• 40 systems to treat greywater were installed.
• 40 families have strengthened their capacities and knowledge 

in themes of agroforestry systems, good agricultural practices 
and food security. These activities were implemented in 3 
communities in the Xesiguan  microbasin, which helps supply 
water to the urban core of Rabinal.

At the Institute, they continued with a vermicompost project, as 
well as the planting of amaranth, corn, vegetables, and coffee. 
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Check out these updates from two of our partner organizations!
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In 2016, the CCDA (Highland Small Farmers Committee) continued their 
work supporting communities in gaining access to land. In April, the CCDA 
participated in the March for Water. Marching for 11 days, men and women 
campesinos, Indigenous and community leaders, grassroots organizations and 
students from all corners of Guatemala demanded an end to the repression 
and violence for defending Mother Earth, water, territory and life. The March 
culminated on April 22 on World Water Day in the Central Plaza of Guatemala 
City to ensure the government would be listening. 

In June, a community leader from Alta Verapaz and member of the CCDA Daniel 
Choc Pop was murdered. The CCDA denounced the killing, highlighting the 
multiple death threats that members of Daniel’s community of San Juan los 
Tres Rios have faced. 

In November, Elvis Morales of the CCDA came to Canada for a speaking tour 
that took him throughout the Maritimes! 

Photos: Members of the 
CCDA during the March 

for Water 
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ABOUT US
Breaking the Silence (BTS) is a voluntary network of people in the Maritimes who began to organize 
in 1988 to support the efforts of Guatemalans struggling for political, social, and economic justice.

We recognize that injustice is connected to structural inequalities both within and between countries, 
and BTS is committed to supporting structural transformation both in Guatemala and in Canada.

Our work is guided by the understanding that we all deserve to be treated as equals, and that we 
need to build long-term relationships based on solidarity and mutuality. We respond to the needs and 
issues defined by our partners and by other Guatemalans with whom we work, and we support them 
in taking charge of their own lives. Our relationships are built on friendship, sharing, and dialogue as 
we work, learn, and grow together.

As a community of people who share this commitment to solidarity, we undertake advocacy and 
lobbying; organize delegations; send interns, volunteers, and human rights accompaniers; promote 
fairly-traded coffee; and raise awareness within our own communities through speaking tours by 
Guatemalan leaders and other political campaigns.

www.breakingthesilenceblog.com

STAY IN TOUCH AND UP-TO-
DATE

You can keep in touch and stay up-to-date on 
the situation in Guatemala and BTS work by 

visiting our blog, liking us on Facebook on con-
tacting us to be added to be added to the BTS 

mailing list.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
• BTS Delegation in November. 

For more details, contact Lisa 
(btscoordinator@gmail.com)

THANKS TO EVERYONE! 
Thanks to everyone who’s supported 
our work throughout the year, from 

participating in our various committees, 
donating and countless other ways! 

BTS also extends our thanks for the 
support of the Tatamagouche Centre, which 

is an accredited non-profit education, 
conference, and retreat centre that has 

been working for transformation of self and 
society since 1955. For more information, 

visit tatacentre.ca


