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COORDINATOR UPDATES

Friends, 

2017 was a very eventful year as the BTS Guatemala Coordinator. I have chosen a few key moments over 
the past year which were significant to me to share with the BTS Network as my reflection for 2017. 

The year began with the continuation of Mynor Padilla’s trial in Puerto Barrios, Izabal. He has been 
accused of murdering Adolfo Ich Chaman, husband to Angelica Choc, in 2009. German Chub was also 
injured in the attack. I attended the hearings as much as possible over the course of the trial. The case 
spanned close to two years, and finally came to an end in the spring of 2017. Not only was Mynor Padilla 
found not guilty but the judge encouraged the defense lawyers to prosecute Ms. Choc for supposedly 
bringing forward false witnesses! The case was a clear example of impunity in Guatemala, discrimination 
and racism against Indigenous peoples and the influence of the current and former owners of the 
Fenix Nickel Mine over authorities. It was a truly devastating moment when Padilla was set free. The 
prosecution has appealed the decision and is awaiting response. 

Much of my time in the spring was spent preparing and facilitating the speaking tour with the director, 
in addition to a current student and a graduate of the New Hope Foundation in Rabinal. Our guests spent 
time in Tatamagouche for the beginning of the Tatamagouche Twinning Project between the Rabinal and 
local Tatamagouche schools. We also travelled around the Maritimes for a speaking tour, and participated 
in the BTS AGM. 

At the BTS AGM we announced the winners of the 2nd Annual Topacio Reynoso Pacheco Youth Award, the 
Asociación de Jóvenes para el Desarrollo y Rescate Social (Youth Association for Development and Social 
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Recovery) from San Luis Jilotepeque, Jalapa. In September, I travelled with Topacio’s family to present the 
award in their community. It was an really powerful moment to be with the family as they presented the 
award. Topacio had connected with this group when she began her activism and they continue to honour 
her memory in their work. The group used the prize money to buy a camera in order to document human 
rights abuses and resistance in their community. Meanwhile, BTS continued to pressure the Guatemalan 
government, the Public Prosecutor and the Canadian Embassy to investigate the Topacio’s murder, as well 
as the attacks against Alex.

In June 2017, community members from Casillas, Santa Rosa took a stand against the Escobal mine and 
created a permanent checkpoint to stop mine related traffic on the main highway. Other neighbouring 
communities joined and they effectively closed mining operations through direct action from June 
onwards. The checkpoint met with state repression in late June, but was able to resist the advances of the 
police through peaceful action. In July, an appeal by the Centre for Legal, Environmental and Social Action 
(CALAS) put forward a case against the Ministry of Energy and Mines for discrimination and the denying 
the existence of the Xinka people. Further contributions by the Xinka Parliament and local mayors in the 
affected area amplified this case to include a lack of consultation with Xinka residents. A back and forth 
between the Constitutional Court and Supreme Court of Guatemala led to the decision that the mine 
was to be suspended until a consultation with the Xinka people in the area could be completed. Since 
October 2017, the Constitutional Court has not made a definitive ruling on the suspension of the mine. A 
permanent encampment was formed in November in front of the Court, to pressure a prompt decision. 
I had the opportunity to visit both encampments many times, for moral support, accompaniment and 
delegation visits. 

I also spent various days in El Estor applying for the visas of the 11 women from Lote 8 who were going 
to travel to Canada to give their testimony in the discovery phase of their case against Hudbay Minerals. 
We also applied for visas for two of their babies and two accompaniers. I supported the logistics for the 
groups’ travel as well. In the end, due to unforeseen circumstances, I also travelled to Canada for four days 
to accompany one group of women on their trip to testify. While this was a lot of work, it was also very 
meaningful to be a part of this important phase of a ten-year long process. The courage and strength of 
the women was so moving and inspiring. 

In the fall, I was invited to participate in the delegation of four women Nobel Peace Prize winners, 
financial contributors and journalists from the Nobel Women’s Initiative. My role was highlighting 
Canadian and US connections to the Tahoe Resources Escobal mine. However, I also was able to join the 
other parts of the delegation, which allowed me to hear from organizations which BTS doesn’t usually 
connect with. We also had a number of high profile meetings, and it is always good to pop up when 
the Canadian Embassy is around! Check out the report-back from that delegation here: https://bit.
ly/2HTrhy5 

This fall, we said good-bye to long-time BTS coordinator, Jackie McVicar and hired Stacey Gomez as the 
new Maritimes Coordinator! Her knowledge and experience are a huge motivator for me and she has 
brought a lot of great ideas to her new role. Stacey and I had the chance to spend a week together in 
Tatamagouche doing team building and developing a work plan. We started off with a facilitated session 
with Paula Gallant where we were able to get a better idea of how we work best and come up with some 
agreements for working together. Since Stacey started work we have been setting aside two hours to chat 
every week to do follow up and check-in.

In December, it was an honour for me to talk about the work of BTS and the story of Topacio Reynoso 
Pacheco at the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights in Washington. I really struggled in finding 
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a way to talk about this work in a way that was unique to a Canadian perspective—
something different than the important contributions which would be better made by our 
Guatemalan partners. In the end I think we were effective in emphasizing why Canada is 
responsible for abuses by Canadian companies and that Canadians are concerned. It was 
also a great learning experience regarding how the Commission works and what potential 
we have using this tool in the future. 
So many more important events and actions by BTS staff and volunteers occured this year 
but I have really tried to focus on just a few. Please stay up to date with all our goings-
on through social media, our listserve and our Mailchimp newsletters. I appreciate the 
support of the BTS network very deeply, as well as all the time and work our volunteers 
contribute in support of our partners in Guatemala. 

Lisa Rankin
Lisa Rankin
BTS Guatemala Coordinator

Dear members,

I had the pleasure of working with BTS 
last year on the area of communications 
from November 2016 to July 2017. This 
included putting together BTS’ monthly 
newsletter, helping to promote events 
such as the speaking tour with the New 
Hope Foundation, putting together the 
Year in Review and getting member 
feedback on ways of improving the 
website. My time with BTS was filled with 
a lot of learning and fun! I was delighted 
by the opportunity to participate in 
the 2017 BTS Annual Gathering, which 
allowed me to connect in person to many 
people with whom I had been in contact 
with only through email!

It was such a great experience working with Lisa and the network in 2016/2017. I was 
excited to return to BTS in my new role as Maritimes Coordinator in December :)

I am so thankful for the ongoing passion and commitment shown by members, and am 
excited to accompany BTS during this time of immense growth! 

Best,

Stacey Gomez
Stacey Gomez
BTS Maritimes Coordinator
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After eleven dedicated years as BTS staff, Jackie McVicar finished her time with the organization in 
December 2017. Over the years, Jackie had many different roles, including intern with the CCDA , 
accompanier, intern coordinator and Maritimes and Guatemala Coordinators. Her intelligence, passion for 
justice, compassion and commitment will be missed by the network. We wish her all the best in her future 
endeavours and look forward to continuing to connect in new ways!

FAREWELL JACKIE MCVICAR! 
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BTS’ SPRING SPEAKING TOUR & AGM WITH 
THE NEW HOPE FOUNDATION

In June, BTS held our AGM and complimentary speaking tour with three guests from the New Hope 
Foundation in Rabinal, Guatemala. Lilian Bolvito Gonzalez, a graduate of the New Hope Foundation 
arrived in Canada on May 30 to participate in a workshop on facilitation of the KAIROS Blanket 
Exercise in Ottawa. She then travelled on to Nova Scotia on June 5 and began to meet with staff at the 
Tatamagouche elementary and high school as part of the Tatamagouche Twinning Project. She was 
joined by the director of the New Hope Foundation, Sandra Lopez, and current student of the high 
school program, Andres Colocho Chachal, on June 9. 

From June 9 to 16, the group gave presentations at the Tatamagouche elementary and high school. 
Lilian spoke about the New Hope Foundation and the student projects, such as growing corn and 
amaranth and raising animals. Andres spoke about the culture in Rabinal and gave a presentation of 
the drawing on guacales, or small decorative bowls made from a fruit, a tradition passed down to him 
from generations. During this time, the group also gave public presentations and saw the sights in the 
Tatamagouche area. 

The group then travelled to Eskasoni, Cape Breton where they were invited to the home of Donald 
Marshall, a Sweat Lodge Keeper. They participated in a sweat lodge ceremony, and later had a feast 
with Donald’s family. The following day, the group attended the powwow at the Eskasoni Mi’kmaq 
Immersion Elementary School. Each of the Guatemalan guests were invited to receive the teachings of 
how to make a deer-hide hand drum. It was a beautiful cultural exchange and Sandra was especially 
pleased with the gift of the drum!

The speaking tour, which was a collaboration between BTS and KAIROS, began on June 19 with an event 
in Halifax. The group then travelled on to Antigonish, Charlottetown and Fredericton with each of the 
events drawing between 30-50 attendees. Each of the speakers had an opportunity to talk about their 
experience at the New Hope Foundation and their work in the community. Sandra spoke about the 
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challenges with financial support at the New Hope Foundation School, where the government refuses to 
contribute, as well as the challenges for young girls in attending school. Lilian spoke about the projects 
at the new hope foundation, and Andres talked about the culture of Rabinal and his work with jicaras.

The BTS Annual General Meeting was held from June 23-25. 30 new and ongoing members were 
in attendance for presentations by our guests from Rabinal, BTS staff reports, updates from local 
committees as well as a presentation by the coordinator of the Canadian Network for Corporate 
Accountability (CNCA) and former BTS intern, Emily Dwyer. 

The speaking tour events and AGM were a wonderful opportunity to hear about the New Hope 
Foundation, their challenges and success as well as hopes for the future. The experience has reiterated 
the importance of continued support and collaboration between BTS and the school.
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Photo: Rebeca Lane in Halifax (Credit: Karli Zschögner)

From October 26th - November 1st, BTS hosted a Maritimes tour with Guatemalan feminist hip hop 
artist Rebeca Lane. During the tour, Rebeca visited Halifax, Charlottetown, Antigonish and Fredericton. 
She also later visited Toronto and Montreal. Throughout the tour, Rebeca, together with talented local 
artists and committed social justice activists, delivered deeply moving, meaningful and thought-provoking 
performances. This was in many ways one of the most dynamic tours BTS has ever taken on and it 
also helped us reach many people who were not familiar with our work as a network and struggles in 
Guatemala. Thanks to all the financial donations, sponsorships and pledges we received! 

In case you missed it or were unable to take in one of Rebeca’s performances or talks, check out this 
article that former BTS co-coordinator Jackie McVicar published in Upside Down World:
https://bit.ly/2jp47cn 

FALL MUSICAL TOUR WITH REBECA LANE
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

BTS Antigonish Committee
2017 was a dynamic year for BTS Antigonish, with some energy-building highlights and some tough 
realities too. Many of us felt discouraged as we began the year in the context of a new regime in the 
USA, but we found strength in working together and with our partners, both in Guatemala and the 
Maritimes. 

Through the winter, we supported the St. Francis Xavier University students’ BTS society in their 
campaign to have BTS coffee sold on campus. We also continued to sell crafts and coffee throughout 
the year, in support of the network.

Photo: Craft sales at the Antigonish Art Fair

In May, some of our members ran or walked on behalf of the BTS team in the Bluenose Marathon, a 
fun event that attracted new and different donors. Thanks, team captain Marla! 

In June we welcomed three engaging, dynamic, thoughtful guests from the New Hope Foundation, 
Andrès, Lilian, and Sandra. The panel discussion we held with them, supported by the StFX 
Association of University Teachers, was well-attended, and also livestreamed by StFX’s Research 
Chair in Sustainability and Social Change Leadership. Attendees appreciated the guests’ reflections 
on the similarity between Indigenous cultures in the Maritimes and Guatemala, and the forces of 
colonialism facing both. Their visit was a call to action to fight injustice. 

In October, we participated in the 11th annual Antigonish International Film Festival, sponsoring 
the film “Finding Oscar,” and providing brewed BTS coffee, snacks and crafts on a donation basis. 
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Funds raised will support a scholarship at the New Hope Foundation school, and the BTS Staffing 
Fund. 

New Antigonish BTS members connected us with fresh opportunities to sell brewed coffee in 2017: 
the annual Friends of the Antigonish Library book sale and Antigonight Art After Dark festival may 
become yearly fundraisers and opportunities to educate the public. 

During Antigonight we also did a reading of “The Last Walk of Adolfo Ich” with about 18 people 
attending, some of them new to the issue of injustice perpetrated by Canadian resource extraction 
companies. 

During the year we wrote letters to and met with our MP Sean Fraser as part of the Open for 
Justice campaign. We also wrote urgent actions and signed petitions, when partners and allies in 
Guatemala were attacked or received threats, including Angelica Choc. 

Photo: Antigonish BTS and community members following the performance of The Last Walk 
of Adolfo Ich (Credit: Jackie McVicar)
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Fredericton Com
m

ittee
BTS Fredericton Committee
Defensora- Cinema Politica Fredericton 
screened Defensora on Feb. 1, 2017 at St. 
Thomas University. Defensora is a documentary 
about Maya Q’eqchi’ resistance against mining 
in Guatemala. The film takes us into the lives of 
courageous land defenders who are struggling 
to reclaim their ancestral lands and seek justice 
in Canadian courts for alleged human rights 
violations. Daniel Tubb, an anthropologist 
at UNB who does research on Colombian 
communities affected by mining, and members 
of BTS Fredericton contributed to a post-film 
discussion.

Remember, Resist & Thrive with Rabinal 
Educators and Students- BTS Fredericton 
hosted a potluck with guests from the New 
Hope Foundation on June 21st.  We heard how 
the Foundation provides education focused on 
community development and preserving the 
Maya Achi Indigenous culture to Maya Achi 
youth whose families were affected by the 
genocide in the 1980s.

United for Mining Justice- An informal 
gathering was held with a delegation on the 
Mount Polley disaster, Jacinda Mack, from the 
Xatsull First Nation, Ugo Lapointe from Mining 
Watch Canada, Joan Kuyek, Jackie McVicar from 
United for Mining Justice and members of BTS 
Fredericton. We gathered at the Abbey Cafe 
in Fredericton on August 15 to discuss justice 
for communities abroad affected by Canadian 
mining companies.

Thanks to the coordination of BTS member, 

Joan McFarland, we wrote letters to Fredericton 
MP Matt DeCourcey who is also Parliamentary 
Secretary for the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
The next day, Joan Kuyek, student leader, Jimy 
Beltran and Tracy Glynn hand-delivered the 
letters to his office.

The Last Walk of Adolfo Ich. Several BTS 
members attended the play Last Walk of Adolfo 
Ich at the Fredericton Unitarian Fellowship 
on Sept. 19. The play was directed by BTS 
Fredericton’s Joan McFarland. Sophie Lavoie, 
BTS Fredericton member, wrote a piece for the 
NB Media Co-op about the play.

BTS Popcorn Fundraisers-BTS Fredericton 
members, Sophie Lavoie, Amanda Wildeman, 
Dirk Groenenberg and Jill Peters, sold popcorn 
at the 48Hour Film Competition Showcase for a 
second year in a row. They raised over $500 for 
the BTS staffing fund at two separate events in 
October and November.
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Rebeca Lane. Guatemalan hip-hop artist and 
poet, Rebeca Lane, performed in Fredericton 
as part of the Mestizo Soul – Identity and 
Rights Tour – on Nov. 1. The crowd enjoyed the 
political hip-hop performance. Saa Andrew, 
who does work with newcomer youth and 
the arts, was the MC. Several university 
departments (International Development 

Studies and Anthropology at the University of 
New Brunswick and Criminology, Sociology and 
the Atlantic Human Rights Centre at St. Thomas 
University) and community groups, such as No 
One Is Illegal Fredericton, co-hosted the event. 
The next day, Rebeca Lane spoke to an audience 
at St. Thomas University about state-supported 
femicide in Guatemala. The Aquinian, at St. 
Thomas University, published a story on Rebeca 
Lane’s stop in Fredericton and the NB Media 
Co-op published a piece by Jackie McVicar. While 
in Fredericton, Rebeca was also able to attend 
a talk by Mi’kmaq scholar, lawyer and activist, 
Pamela Palmater, on missing and murdered 
indigenous women and girls in Canada.



2017 Year In Review Page 13

BTS Halifax Committee
In Halifax, during the past year, we have welcomed all Guatemala/BTS guests who came to the region. In 
June, prior to the AGM, Sandra and the two young people from the New Hope Foundation came here and 
participated in a public event, part of a joint speaking tour with KAIROS. We hosted the guests, took them 
to their events and provided translation. We also shared meals with them.
 
After the AGM, we started to plan Rebeca Lane’s tour with three meetings. Many ideas and collaboration 
lead to Rebeca’s successful visit to Halifax. It was a well attended and highly powerful event.
 
In order to raise funds, a team from BTS participated in the Bluenose Marathon. This will become an 
annual fund raiser for Halifax.
 
Thanks to the initiative of Suzanne Litke, the Halifax Committee now has the Coffee Sale concession at the 
Forum Market in Halifax on Saturday morning. We have a rotating schedule for volunteers. 

 
The Halifax committee of BTS continues to be in solidarity with Guatemala!
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BTS North Shore Committee
Our committee has had a fruitful year. In 2016 
Hannah Martin, a young Mi’kmaq woman from 
Tatamagouche, volunteered for three months 
with BTS partner, the New Hope Foundation 
in Rabinal. Her parents, Anne and Paul, visited 
Hannah and found the experience deeply 
inspiring. As a result, during the fall of 2016, 
BTS North Shore discussed the possibility of 
developing a long term relationship between the 
New Hope Foundation and the Tatamagouche 
schools. At our December meeting, we agreed 
to proceed. Thanks to the leadership of Anne 
Martin, a group of students, parents and 
teachers came together to co-sponsor with 
BTS North Shore the visit of Andres, Lilian 
and Sandra from the New Hope Foundation. 
After much planning and fundraising, the three 
spent the early part of June in Tatamagouche, 
sharing with school and community groups, 
involving most BTS members in the hosting 
and sponsoring of several events with our 
three guests. Huge thanks to Lisa Rankin whose 
translation and support made all the difference 
to the success of this exchange. 

BTS North Shore and the local committee 
are now preparing the second stage of the 
exchange, to take place Aug. 21st-31st, 2018, 
involving seven students, a teacher who is a 
BTS North Shore member, three parents and 
Hannah Martin, as well as the leadership team 
of Anne and Paul Martin, Wilf Bean and Kathryn 
Anderson, along with two BTS members as 

translators, Nelly Marcoux and John MacPhail. 
Monthly orientations will take place throughout 
2018.

We met with our MP Bill Casey in August 
concerning the Extractive Resources 
Ombudsperson legislation. This was a follow-
up meeting to our 2016 meeting with Bill. We 
also responded to a BTS request in November 
to be in touch with Minister of Trade François-
Philippe Champagne and our MP, both by letter 
and a phone call, which resulted in his speaking 
to Minster Champagne. We have learned that 
constant personal contact is a necessity when 
MPs have so many issues on their plates.

We also fundraised for the BTS Staffing Fund, 
with BTS North Shore members participating 
in the Blue Nose Marathon and in a huge Yard 
Sale in River John, as well as selling Guatemalan 
crafts at various events and the Farmers’ Market 
in Tatamagouche.

We ended our year with a potluck in November 
to express our profound gratitude to Jackie for 
her incredible work with BTS and in particular 
her accompaniment of BTS North Shore over 
many years. This  was followed by a meet and 
greet to welcome Stacey Gomez to BTS on 
December 10th when we annually gather to 
participate in Amnesty International’s Write for 
Rights Day. 
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BTS PEI Committee
It is always the best feeling when new people join 
a social movement! The PEI Committee gained two 
new members during 2017. 

As part of a new relationship between the CUPE 
National Global Justice Committee and BTS, our 
committee is developing a working relationship 
with CUPE PEI. In March, Leo Cheverie of CUPE 
PEI participated in a PSAC delegation to Guatemala 
to begin a connection with the CCDA (Comité 
Campesino del Altiplano) which will likely result in 
the two organizations working together on issues 
relating to land and water. The PEI committee is 
committed to supporting that work in whatever 
ways we can. We also work with CUPE as members 
of a broad provincial coalition which works on 
trade issues, Trade Justice PEI.

And more recently Hannah Gehrels, who 
participated in the KAIROS/BTS delegation to 
Guatemala as a youth delegate, has joined our 
committee. Hannah is a wonderful addition – an 
amazing young biologist /activist.

In June, Hannah was instrumental in helping us 
host Sandra, Lillian and Andres from the New Hope 
Foundation school. We all gathered for supper 
before attending a public meeting at UPEI where 
our Guatemalan presenters told of the work and 
the tremendous success at the school’s Bilingual 
Education Centre. The gathering was well attended 
with many people we hadn’t seen before and others 
who had helped build the New Hope School many 
years ago as carpenters. The following day several 
of our members accompanied BTS Coordinator 
Lisa, Sandra, Lilian and Andres to the National 
Aboriginal Day celebrations at Confederation 
Landing Park in Charlottetown. 

In May we co-sponsored a screening of the movie 
Burden of Peace with the PEI Coalition for Women 
in Government and Cinema Politica. The evening 
was emceed by Chera-Lee Hickox (the only lawyer 
in our committee!), was really well attended and 
gave us an opportunity to link with local women 
activists. We raised a little money on this evening.

We ended the year with the galvanising music and 
energy of Rebeca Lane. Eliza MacLauchlan, with 
her brilliant energy and organizational ability put 
many hours into organizing Rebecca’s performance 
for October 28th at The Guild in Charlottetown. 
This was yet another opportunity to connect with 
a completely difference audience – many of them 
fans of the opening act, Russell Lauder, who was 
also a big hit. Eliza Knockwood opened the event 
and welcomed us to Mi’kmaq territory with a 
beautiful song about her mother. 

We all worked throughout the year to lobby 
our MPs for the creation of an Office of an 
Ombudsperson for Extractive Resources with the 
investigative and enforcement tools required to 
make meaningful changes in the way Canadian 
multinationals behave in other countries. Led by 
Jim and Myrna Wicks, those living in Charlottetown 
maintained a dialogue with local MP Sean Casey. 
Early in the year, five members of the PEI group 
met with Sean. They were well received and were 
able to help Sean understand the need for an 
Extractive Sector Ombudsperson. Although he said 
that he would get back to them on the issue, he did 
not. So, on November 15th a follow-up letter was 
written asking him to support legislation which 
we were hoping would be put before Parliament. 
Maureen Larkin met with Sean again on December 
1st. Those living in the Cardigan riding jointly sent 
a similar letter to MP Lawrence MacAulay, and a 
few letters also went to Wayne Easter and Robert 
Morrissey, our remaining two MPs.

Lou Richard and Maureen Larkin continued to 
organize the selling of Just Us Breaking the Silence 
coffee out of the Voluntary Resource Centre. 2017 
revenue totalled about $130.
 
Rosalind Waters continued to be our Community 
Council representative while Eliza, who is already 
an active member of the BTS accompaniment 
committee, has recently committed to being on the 
BTS Steering Committee.
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PARTNER UPDATES

Mesoamerican Institute for 
Permaculture (IMAP)
In 2017, a major shift in the work of IMAP was the growth of 
their amaranth production and distribution. The former kitchen 
has been remodeled to process amaranth, and are now making 
amaranth snack bars, with the hope of distributing to local schools 
as a recess snack. There has also been a new building constructed 
on site, with a new kitchen, and an expanded area for volunteers to 
stay on site. IMAP continues to offer workshops for local farmers 
and international participants so they can learn the tenets and 
practice of permaculture. 

Rabinal Legal Clinic 
(Asociacion Bufete Juridico 
Popular or “the Bufete”)
The Bufete, as always, has been very active this year. 
There continues to be three streams of work for the 
office: the Achí Women’s Office, the Land Conflict 
section and the section on crimes of the past. In 
2017, the Women’s Office continued bringing 
forward current cases of violence against women, 
cases of unpaid child support and other parental 
disputes. The Bufete won some very important  
cases, including a criminal case for rape. The cases of 
land disputes continue as well: the Bufete was able 
to get a large plantation registered into the names 
of the true inhabitants of the community, who faced 

the threat of false deeds drawn up by large landowners. In addition, the Bufete has been supporting the 
request by the community of San Miguel Chicaj to hold a municipal referendum in response to a number 
of mining licenses in the area. In the area of crimes committed during the internal armed conflict, at 
the end of 2016, the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights decided in favour of the community 
of Chichupac sentencing the Guatemalan State to pay reparations to the community. 2017 was spent 
pressuring the state to fulfill those reparations. The other case, the case of “Various Communities” which 
includes communities throughout Rabinal, is still before the Inter-American Commission awaiting a 
response from the Guatemalan state about the charges. Finally, the case of the sexual violence against the 
36 women has continued to move forward. The Public Prosecutor’s investigative phase is coming to an 
end, and there are hopes that arrests against the accused will be made in early 2018.
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Highland Small Farmers 
Committee (CCDA)
The CCDA had a challenging year, with 
their continued support and advocacy to 
communities affected by land conflict. There 
were a number of evictions to communities 
supported by the CCDA and its sister 
organizations, despite continued talks with 
the state to try to resolve these issues. This 
led the CCDA to set up an encampment 
outside the Presidential Palace in November 
to demand a state response. After several 
days, the President met with communities and committed to resolve the land issues, though a 
clear plan has yet to be seen. CCDA members in the region of Alta Verapaz in particular continue 
to be threatened and intimidated by large landowners who want access to community lands. The 
CCDA also continues to protest reforms in the Guatemalan Congress intent on protecting corrupt 
government officials and illicit campaign financing.

The CCDA was also very affected by the loss of their organic certification by MayaCert. The CCDA 
sees the revocation of their certification as being tied to their work in support of communities 
involved with land struggles. This loss has led to a inability to fill organic coffee orders for some 
of their roasters, while others were able to take the coffee as “conventional” without organic 
certification. The CCDA is currently looking for a new certifier.

The Diocesan Committee 
in Defense of Nature 
(CODIDENA)
This year CODIDENA has continued their 
support of communities in resistance 
to the Tahoe Resources Escobal mine in 
San Rafael las Flores, Santa Rosa. In June, 
communities affected by the project set up 
a permanent encampment 15 kms from 
the mine entrance, in Casillas, Santa Rosa. 
The community is protesting the lack of 
respect for community consultations, 
contamination, violence, and all the 
effects of the project on their region. The 
community members take 24-hour turns, 

and stop any vehicles with cargo which could be going to the mining project. The encampment was 
met with repression by Guatemalan police later that month, but resisted through peaceful protest 
and continues to date.

A legal complaint put forward by the Centre for Legal, Environmental and Social Action (CALAS) 
based on discrimination against the Xinka people by the Ministry of Energy and Mines when they 
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granted Tahoe Resources’ exploitation license, also went forward in the Constitutional Court in July. The 
case was then strengthened by the Xinka Parliament and local mayors who also added on complaints 
about a lack of consultation. The complaint went back and forth between the Guatemalan Supreme Court 
and Constitutional Court, suspending operations of the mine until a consultation was held. However, an 
appeal has stagnated the case from October on, as communities hope for definite closure of the project. 
In response to the delay, communities set up a second encampment in front of the Constitutional Court 
in Guatemala City, where the resistance takes 24 hour shifts to pressure the Court to make a decision on 
the complaint. However, the judges have been hesitant to make a decision, most likely owing to the strong 
pressure from both the resistance, their supports and the mining company.

San Miguel Defense Front 
(FREDEMI)
Production at Goldcorp’s Marlin Mine ended in May 
2017 after over ten years of exploitation in San Miguel 
Ixtahuacan, San Marcos. However, communities have 
still not seen the closure plan. The most devastating 
effects of mines occur when the project has been closed, 
and the community continues to be concerned by the 
contamination and effects of the project on the area. 
Commissions have been formed by the municipality 
and members of FREDEMI to verify the damages of the 
project and the socio-economic, as well as health effects 
on local residents. The organization has also been 
participating in a dialogue table with officials from the mine and the Guatemalan government, which have 
both shown a lack of interest and commitment of addressing community concerns. 

New Hope Foundation
In 2017, there were 71 students at the middle school level 
and 56 students at the highschool level at the Education 
Centre of the New Hope Foundation. Along with their regular 
classes, the students continue with their agricultural projects. 
At the middle school level, the students have been planting 
vegetable gardens, raising chickens and planting corn and 
yuca. In the high school program, for Rural Development 
and Well-being, the students planted amaranth using a drip 
irrigation system, coffee, and raised cattle. All of the grades 
participated in workshops on  ancestral Achí knowledge and 
the prevention of violence. The students used art to express 
the importance of ending violence suffered by youth and 

women in particular. In the workshop on ancestral knowledge, the students learned to backstrap weaving 
to produce fajas (the belts used for traditional dress) and napkins, as well as how to make the traditional 
bowls which are created from a large seed, which are painted traditional colours of the Achi people.  

The Foundation continues its struggle with lack of funding from the Guatemalan government. The 
commitment by the director, principal and staff of the Foundation and Bilingual Education Centre ensures 
the continued existence of the institute. 
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In the summer of 2017, four Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth from Canada and two Mayan youth 
from Guatemala joined together to create a Blanket Exercise with BTS partner the New Hope Foundation in 
Rabinal, Guatemala. The delegation built off of visits by the director of the New Hope Foundation (NHF), a 
current student and an alumni from the school to Ottawa and the Maritimes in June. Alumni Lillian Bolvito 
participated in a workshop and mass blanket exercise in Ottawa in preparation for the delegation. 

(Credit: Lisa Rankin)

BTS Guatemala Coordinator Lisa Rankin facilitated the in Guatemala component of the program. The 
group arrived in Guatemala City, then travelled to Rabinal.  We spent three days at the school, first 
presenting a Spanish version of the Blanket Exercise used in Canada, then seeing the draft Achí Blanket 
Exercise, created by the NHF teachers and students. There was then an opportunity to give feedback and 
the students were very involved in challenging what the teachers had included and giving suggestions for 
changes. Upon leaving the school, both the NHF and KAIROS committed to continuing the work on the 
development of the exercise. The group then travelled to Rio Negro to visit the Community Centre and site 
of the Rio Negro massacres, which was another opportunity to learn about the history and genocide of the 
Achí people. 

The delegation was also able to visit communities affected by the Tahoe Resources’ Escobal mine 
and meet with the Xinka Parliament, to learn about the struggles of communities in resistance to this 
Canadian project. 

The experience was particularly impactful to the Guatemalan youth who were travelling to many regions 
of Guatemala for the first time, and making connections with their own struggles. During the delegation 
the youth from Canada wrote reflections on their experience which you can read here: https://bit.
ly/2MtnWcE 

This trip was a great opportunity to work with our partners, the NHF in a new way, connect with youth in 
Canada and in Guatemala. 

KAIROS BLANKET EXERCISE/BTS 
DELEGATION TO GUATEMALA
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BTS DIVERSITY & INCLUSION WORKSHOP

From December 9-10th, BTS members met in Tatamagouche, NS for a workshop on diversity and inclu-
sion. The workshop, facilitated by Mohamed Yaffa and Paula Gallant, aimed to build a shared vision of 
how diversity and inclusion would be considered in our work as a network. You can read the report from 
the workshop here: http://www.breakingthesilenceblog.com/site/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Re-
port-back-BTS-Diversity-and-Inclusion-Workshop-Dec-2017-SGv3.pdf

(Credit: Stacey Gomez)

Highlights from the workshop included examining BTS’ culture, brainstorming our vision for the network 
in 2020 and identifying problems/issues that will have to be overcome in order to achieve a diverse and 
inclusive network. We ended the workshop by identifying key priority areas, with recommendations 
aimed at:
- increasing energy and engagement in local committees;
- clarifying BTS’s structure and decision-making so people feel on the same page/level playing field;
- developing more genuine solidarity relationships with organizations/ individuals from diverse groups 
(People of Colour, Black, Indigenous); and
- understanding barriers to participation of marginalized communities in BTS

Janette Fecteau, a member of the BTS Antigonish Committee, says about the workshop, ”I think a lot of 
us came to the workshop with a bit of trepidation, maybe to do with our social positioning as mostly 
privileged white folk approaching ideas of Diversity and Inclusion. But the workshop managed to be fun, 
friendly, and yet challenging and useful. I am really grateful that we pulled four concrete, achievable goals 
out of the discussions.”

Since December, BTS has continued work on diversity and inclusion, with the BTS Community Council 
voting in February 2018 to adopt the recommendations coming from this report. We are also in the begin-
ning stages of creating a working group aimed at developing a diversity and inclusion framework for the 
network. Diversity and inclusion will also be a focal point at our upcoming AGM. Finally, we are starting to 
implement diversity and inclusion workshops to carry forward this work at the local level. 
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The 2017 winner of the Topacio Reynoso Pacheco Award was the Asociación de Jóvenes Para el Desarrollo 
y Rescate Social (Youth Association for Development and Social Recovery) in San Luis Jilotepeque, Jalapa. 
The award was officially presented to the group on September 18, 2017 by the Reynoso Pacheco family in 
San Luis Jilotepeque and BTS Coordinator, Lisa Rankin, on behalf of the international organizations that 
contribute to the annual prize.

Since 2011, the Asociación has been active youth organization 
which demands positive change in their municipality. 
Recognizing the importance and power of youth organizing, 
their group formed during a series of political training 
workshops given by national organizations. Now playing a 
leadership role in their communities, they give that same 
political training workshop to other youth, growing a movement 
for social change. The collective is diverse, with participation 
of youth from 14 to 28 years old, both Indigenous and Mestizo, 
professionals, farmers, and of diverse sexual orientations. The 
group was involved in organizing the community consultation in 
their municipality, where over 99% of voters said no to metallic 
mining in their community.

“We are very happy and grateful. This will strengthen our 
struggle and the work we have done up to now as a youth group. 
This will allow us to continue our struggle for our territory,” said 
Sulma Gomez, one of the founders of the youth group.
 
The award was created to recognize and remember the 
contributions of Topacio Reynoso Pacheco from Mataquescuintla, Jalapa who was murdered in April 
2014. Topacio was a musician and artist, as well as co-founder of a youth group in her community which 
opposed the operation of the Tahoe Resources’ Escobal mine located 6 km from her town.  The award 
honours youth groups in Guatemala which use art and music to promote community involvement and 
protection of the environment and is accompanied by a $1000 USD contribution to the organization. 

“The award, more than anything, is to uphold Topacio’s memory,” says Irma Pacheco, her mother. “She is 
still alive in the many young people who continue the resistance, who dream, as she did, of completing 
their projects.”

The 2017 winners used the funds to purchase a camera in order to increase their communications 
capacity. Co-founder and coordinator of the Asociación, José David Esteban López stated, “We are pleased 
that we will be able to acquire a camera to be able to demonstrate to the rest of Guatemala and the world 
what is happening in our municipality through videos and photos.”

Contributing organizations include Church in Action Committee, Maritime Conference, United Church 
of Canada, Maritimes-Guatemala Breaking the Silence Network, Mining Injustice Solidarity Network, 
MiningWatch Canada, United Steelworkers.

Photo: José David Esteban López, 
representative of the Asociacion, 
accepting the award from the Reynoso 
Pacheco Family. (Credit: Lisa Rankin)

2017 TOPACIO REYNOSO PACHECO AWARD



ABOUT US
Breaking the Silence (BTS) is a voluntary network of people in the Maritimes who began to organize 
in 1988 to support the efforts of Guatemalans struggling for political, social, and economic justice.

We recognize that injustice is connected to structural inequalities both within and between countries, 
and BTS is committed to supporting structural transformation both in Guatemala and in Canada.

Our work is guided by the understanding that we all deserve to be treated as equals, and that we 
need to build long-term relationships based on solidarity and mutuality. We respond to the needs and 
issues defined by our partners and by other Guatemalans with whom we work, and we support them 
in taking charge of their own lives. Our relationships are built on friendship, sharing, and dialogue as 
we work, learn, and grow together.

As a community of people who share this commitment to solidarity, we undertake advocacy and 
lobbying; organize delegations; send interns, volunteers, and human rights accompaniers; promote 
fairly-traded coffee; and raise awareness within our own communities through speaking tours by 
Guatemalan leaders and other political campaigns.

www.breakingthesilenceblog.com

STAY IN TOUCH AND UP-TO-
DATE

You can keep in touch and stay up-to-date on 
the situation in Guatemala and BTS work by 

visiting our blog, liking us on Facebook on con-
tacting us to be added to be added to the BTS 

mailing list.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
- Summer Speaking Tour with 
Sandra Moran in June

THANKS TO EVERYONE! 
Thanks to everyone who’s supported 
our work throughout the year, from 

participating in our various committees, 
donating and countless other ways! 

BTS also extends our thanks for the 
support of the Tatamagouche Centre, which 

is an accredited non-profit education, 
conference, and retreat centre that has 

been working for transformation of self and 
society since 1955. For more information, 

visit tatacentre.ca


