
2017 BTS STAFFING FUND CAMPAIGN

Dear BTS friends, 

Your support is needed to ensure that Breaking the Silence can deepen our solidarity 
relationships with our Guatemalan partners. We are also seeking to continue our 
education and advocacy work in Canada. This has been a challenging year for our long-
term partners and the mining-resistance groups supported by BTS. 

Through the BTS Staffing Fund, our coordinators have continued to support courageous 
groups who are working in the face of yet another corrupt and repressive government. 
Our Guatemala Coordinator, Lisa Rankin, has been a constant, caring presence, 
supporting Mayan Q’eqchi’ witnesses in cases against Hudbay Minerals. These cases 
address actions of Hudbay security forces that resulted in the murder of Angelica Choc’s 
husband, violence against German Chub that resulted in permanent disability, and the 
rape of nine women.  Jackie McVicar, Maritimes Coordinator, is working tirelessly this 
fall to help Rebeca Lane, a phenomenal Guatemalan hip hop artist, share the story of 
injustice and resistance in Guatemala across Canada. 

Curious about how your donation can help? 

 $10/month allows our Coordinators to attend press conferences, marches and 
human rights trials in Guatemala City 


 $25/month enables BTS Coordinators to organize Guatemala-Canada encounters, 

including co-sponsoring Seeds of Truth: A Youth Exchange that brought together 
indigenous and settler youth from Guatemala and Canada in 2017. 

 $50/month allows the support and deepening of relationships with partners 
through actions such the 3 week New Hope Foundation visit to the Maritimes by 
the Director and two young people to the Maritimes in June 2017. 

As our long-time coordinator, Jackie McVicar, moves on after years of incredibly 
courageous hard work, service, and commitment to justice and relationship-building with 
our Guatemalan partners, we need your support to ensure that we are able to provide Lisa
and our anticipated new coordinator with sufficient support. We are deeply thankful to 
our institutional supporters: the Congregation of Notre Dame, CUPE, Just Us!, Fair Trade
Coffee Roasters, the Public Service Alliance of Canada, and the United Church of 
Canada. However, we need $15,000 from individual donors to reach our fundraising goal 



of over $85,000. As a friend of BTS, we ask you to make a donation or increase your 
support. 

We, as members of the BTS Fundraising Committee, want to share with you why we 
give:

Kathryn: We deepen relationships and accompany partners and communities as
they carry out courageous work in the face of continued repression. At the same
time we know that much of our work is here at home, educating Canadians, 
making connections with indigenous struggles here, advocacy with the   

Canadian government, writing Urgent Actions, and more.

Tessa: I give because Breaking the Silence makes a difference in the everyday 
lives of our partners and friends. The connection between people is real and 
deep, and we can see how the work of BTS has an impact through the updates 
from our coordinators. 

Janelle: I give my time and money to BTS because I appreciate how the money 
goes directly to the work of solidarity in Guatemala with our partners. I also 
love the welcoming and warm community that BTS has created in the 
Maritimes! 

Your gifts, big or small, make a difference for which we are truly thankful! 
Cumulatively, they provide an incredible level of solidarity-based support for our 
Guatemalan partners. You can make a onetime donation or set up a monthly, recurring 
donation. 

Online donations can be made at: www.tatacentre.ca/index.php/donate/index donate 
(please write: “BTS Staffing Campaign” in comments section of donation page) or use 
the donation form below, including a cheque made out to Tatamagouche Centre, noting 
“BTS Staffing Fund” on the memo line. Tatamagouche Centre is able to accept all 
donations for 2017 until mid-January, 2018. 

Thank you to you all!!

Sincerely,

The BTS Fundraising Committee:
Janelle Frail, Sarah Wilbur, Kathryn Anderson, Marie Claire Brisbois, Marla LeBlanc, 
Moira Peters, Tessa Wheaton

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATION OPTIONS

You will find information on how to make online donations and Email money transfers at
https://www.tatacentre.ca/index.php/donate/index. When making an online donation, 
please be sure to write “BTS Staffing Campaign” in the Comments section of the 
donation page.  



OR

You can use this donation form and return it to Breaking the Silence – Tatamagouche 
Centre, 259 Loop of Rte. 6 Tatamagouche NS B0K 1V0
                                                                                                                                     
BTS STAFFING DONATION FORM

Name: _____________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________________________

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________

Monthly Donation: __$100  __$50 __$30  __$20 __ $10 __other: ___

One-time Donation: __$1,000 __$500 __$300 __$200 __ $100 __other: ____

Payment Method:  __Credit Card __Cheque ___ E-transfer

Credit Card Type: __Visa  __MasterCard

Credit Card Number: ____________________________ Expiry Date ______________

Please make cheques payable to Tatamagouche Centre with BTS Staffing Fund on the 
memo line.

Donations to Breaking the Silence are charitable and you will receive a tax receipt from 
Tatamagouche Centre. 


